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ADDRESS TO PARENTS. 



]M.T Christian Friends, I b^ leave to 
recommend to your serious attention, 
the exhortations and die statements 
which are contained in the fdlowing 
pages. They refer to the sacred duties 
prescribed by that relation in which 
you stand to your children; and are 
intended to promote, through the me- 
dium of your fuous exertions, the ho* 
nour and prosperity, the present com- 
fort and everlasting happiness, of those 



who should be dear to you as your own 
souls. 

That the subject to which I solicit 
your attentive regard is of high mo- 
ment, none of you will venture to ques- 
tion or deny. Every person who is ac- 
customed to reflect, or qualified to judge, 
will acknowledge that, whether we look 
to the wel&re of individuals, of families, 
or of society at large, it is of great mag- 
nitude and universal concern. But to 
you^ in whom the speculative conclu- 
sions of reason, and the more impres- 
sive lessons of experience, are quicken- 
ed and enforced by the feelings of ten- 
der affection, it must wear an aspect of 
peculiar interest and importance, and 
suggest obligations the strongest and 
most endearing which you can be called 
upon to fulfil. 



• •. 
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I hope tkat in this light it has often 
presented ittelf to your minds. I hope 
that jou have often thought of the pe- 
culiar character which jou bear, of the 
manner in which it ought to be sustain* 
ed) and of the effects which may be pro* 
duced by the discharge or the neglect 
of its sacred functions. And I hope 
that some of you at least have, not faiU 
ed to regard your children habitually as 
rational and immortal beings, and to 
act towards them in that capacity a 
faithful and affectionate part Nay, I 
must do you the justice to acknow* 
ledge, that there are not a few among 
you, whose conduct in this respect is 
most laudable and exemplary; who 
shew, in the attention which they pay 
to their oflbpring, that they understand 
the true nature, and fe? 1 the full fcHve 
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of parental obligation; who make the^ 
duty we refer to, an essential and per- 
manent part of that practical system, by 
which they manifest their Christian 
principles* To such of you, I need 
scarcely offer any encouragement to 
persevere in the wise and virtuous 
course you are pursuing. That en- 
couragement, 1 presume, is already af- 
forded you in the marked and pleasing 
success which is gradually accompany- 
ing your labours, in the improvement 
and piety displayed by thp$)e over whom 
you are watching, and in the high sa- 
tisfaction with which you must contem- 
plate their progress in what is equally 
excellent and necessary. Even though 
your best efforts may appear to fail — 
though heedlessness and perversity may 
frustrate all your endeavours in the 



mean time, and darken your prospects 
with req)ect to the future life and cpo^ 
dition of your tender charge, still you 
have remaining the cheering convic- 
tion that you have obeyed the com- 
mandment of God, and satisfied the 
strongest aiid noblest claims of natu- 
ral affection. And Scripture and ob- 
servation forbid you to cast away the 
hope that the pains you have bestow- 
ed, and the anxiety you have felt, and 
the intercessions you have made, will 
liot be fruitless in the end — that the 
good seed which you have sown may yet 
spring up, and produce those ^^ fruits 
of righteousness, which are by Christ 
Jesus to the glory and praise of God." 

But, notwithstanding what I havo 
said, it cannot be denied, and should 
not be concealed, that there prevails 
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among you a very general and melan- 
chdy indifiference to the spiritual im- 
provement and eternal welfare of your 
children. This fact is obvious from 
your domestic arrangements, in which 
scarcely an hour in the week is devo- 
ted to their religious instruction ; while^ 
in every thing connected with the world; 
they are reared and tended with unre 
nutting care. It is obvious, from tfa 
manner in which they are permittc 
to spend the time, which not (xily migi 
but ought to be employed, either 
home or in the house of God, in & 
cises of a serious kind. It is obvii 
from the profane and vicious cow 
which they so very frequently ex) 
and which, in a great measure at 
must be ascribed to the criminal 
tenticm that they meet with from 



parents, who seem to think it a duty 
to allow thein to speak and to live as 
they please. It is obvious, from the 
deplorable ignorance which they mani* 
fest when they come to ask religious 
privileges, and when, by previous tui-* 
tion, they should have been ready to 
embrace them. And it is obvious, from 
the licentious indulgence and atrocious 
crimes into which they afterwards 
plunge with so little reluctance and re- 
morse, and which may be so easily tra- 
ced to the idle and the evil habits of early 
life. 

Such being the fact, I offer to you 
the word of exhortation. I offer it 
to parents in every rank and condition 
of life. I offer it especially to youj 
who have not only been yourselves bap- 
tised into the Christian faith, and aU 



•0 procured the sdministration of tlia.^ 
rite to your cliildreB, but continue t^^ 
pCofeaB a regard for those salemn ei>- 
gtgemeaCs into which, on those occa- 
noas, you virtually or expressly enter- 
ed. And may God carry it home to 
your hearts, and lead you by his grace to 
a corresponding practice ! 

I. Bb careful to impart to your 

CBILDRKK THE KKOWLBDGE OF BBLI- 
GIOK. 

If they be kept in ignorance of reli- 
gion, nothing that is good can be ex- 
pected from them : they can oatber live 
with comfort to theniselvea, nor wiUi 
advantage to others: they cannot, at 
least, be bo useful as members of so- 
ciety ; .and tbey cannot at all follow the 
path which leads to hesven. How shall 
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tbey believe in doctrines of which they. 
haTe never beard ? How shall they per-^ 
form duties, with the nature and obli* 
gatbns of which they are wholly unac* 
quainted i How shall they feel and act 
with propriety, if they know noli the rules 
by which their minds and conduet ought 
to be regulated ? 

Were it not £9r the marvellous care^ 
lessness of many in this respect, and of 
many too from whom we should look 
for better things, I would not have put 
these simple questions, nor done any> 
thing mote than merely announced th& 
exhortation. But as there are so many 
on whom the carelessness I have men*, 
tioned is chargeable, I must remind 
you explicitly, and beseech you to keep^^ 
in remembrance, that you may as wett 
expect to reap a plentiful harvest from; 
the field which has never been sown, a». 



^to see those maintaining a Christlj?, 
character in the world, who have not 
been taught the principles upon whict 
that character should be formed, and 
the graces of which it should be com- 
posed. Have you it in view, that youi 
children shall make a figure in any oi 
the conditions of civil life ? In that 
case you always deem it necessary that 
they shall have a course of preparatory 
instruction, — ^that they shall not enter 
into any department whatever, till they 
have been previously made acquainted 
with its privileges and its duties, with 
the exertions it requires, the difficulties 
it presents, and the facilities it affords ; 
—and do you not take special care that 
they shall receive this appropriate know-* 
ledge, and be thus qualified for putting 
their talents, their industry, and their 
time to the best account? But is not 
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the case of religion quite analogou^o 
this? Is it not equaily necessary, if 
you desire that your children shall lead 
a pious and holy life, that they should 
be instructed in piety and holiness? 
And are not you boimd to impart to 
them this instruction as largely and as 
ptf fectly as you can ; to bestow upon 
their eduartion in tins particular, the 
highest d^ree of attention, inasmuch 
as rdigion is infinitely superior to every 
thing which can attract the notice, or 
engage the activity of men? Why, 
then, are you so careless, so reluctant 
to train up your children in the know- 
ledge of divine thinga ? Why that back- 
wardness to engage in such an import- 
ant duty ? And why that cold indiffiar- 
ence with which the duty is frequently 
performed, when it is performe4 at ail ? 

fi 
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so procured the administration o:! 
rite to your children, but contiik -^j^ 
profess a regard for those solem/z 
gagementB into which, on those oc 
ncmS) you virtually or expressly en^ 
ed. And may God carry it home 
your hearts, and lead you by his grace 
a corresponding practice ! 

L Be careful to impaet to yoi 

CHILDOEK THE KNOWLEDGE OF KEL 
6I0N. 

If they be kept in ignorance of re 
gion, nothing that is good can be e 
peeted from them : they can neither li 
with comfort to themselves, nor wi 
advantage to others: they cannot, 
least, be so useful as members of a 
ciety ; and they cannot at all follow tl 
path which leads to heaven. How shi 
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abould receive religious iiistrtictmi. 
Now this is a conviction of 4xLij ; and 
thai which tends lo weak^ « ccmvicticHi 
pf duty, or to make yoit think lig^tiy of 
it id[tcigether» can never be a sound otm 
safe monitor* These excuses, to which 
you listen so readily, though t&ey should 
assume the form of an angel of ligfat,^-* 
tfiough they should be specious and 
pUuaUe in the extreme^^-Hire still mv 
thing but the evil spirit taking adv«u 
lege of joEO* aroplicity» or your oov- 
ntption, to enfeeble your sense of r^t 
and wroo^y and to persuade you that 
you are acting ianooehtly, because 
something can be snd ki palliation of 
your miiocmduct* Let me say m few 
words OB some of those par(;bular cotK 
aderatioosy by whidi jou try to excui* 



pate, or at least to excuse yourBdves w 
the cose alluded to. 

1. You may peitiaps idl^e, tbat you 
ore not qualified to give your children 
reli^oufl iastructioo.>~ThiB is a plea 
which strikes deeper than you may at 
first imagine. It suggests the following 
questions, which should go far into 
your hearts and consciences :~ Are you 
Teally destitute of reli^usknovledge? 
Can you not read the Scriptures i And 
are you ignorant of the truths vhjch 
they contain ? Are you prepared to 
admit this, and are you living content- 
ed in the midst of spiritual daekness, 
with the light of the goq>d fltuning 
around you F 'Haive you taken* and aiv 
you taking, no pains to acquire the in> 
fimnntion iritidi you have not, 9i)d jet 
cught to have t> Are you satisfied that 
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yoo yoaraclvefi should <^ peridi for lack 

of kooiriedgey^ where so much is witb- 

ia 3«Nir rea^; and are you satisfied 

that your children should perish along 

with you ? HaTe yoa received baptism 

for your diildren, and how have you 

fulfilled the engagements you then took 

vpon you^ to bring them up in << the 

nurture and admonition of the Lord ?^ 

Are you so utterly incompetent, that 

yon cannot tell them any thing about 

God, and CSirist, and duty, and heaven, 

and hell ? Or, knowing a little of these 

subjects, are you careful to impart to 

them the Kttle that you know? And 

tte&ag your personal obligations to in- 

etmct them, are you daily labouiing to 

qualify yourselves lor the better di»> 

ehaige of that important duty ? Is it 

your grief that you are so deficient \» 



diat respect; and is it yout anxiou^ 
wish and endeavour, by every means ti^ 
suf^ly the deficteocy ? Have you en-^ 
deavoured to get your cliildren taught 
the art of reading P Having succeeded 
in this, are you careful to make thent 
read the Scriptures, the catechisms, and 
such other religious books as you c^n 
procure for them, calculated to edify 
them ? And have you embraced thead- 
vantages afforded by Sunday schools^ 
and by other institutions of a dmila» 
description F In short, have you seri- 
ously tried, have you persevered in the 
attempt, have you done every t)ang 
that you could, to furnish their miDds 
with Christian knowledge P— Put these 
questions to yourselves ; Ucy your bond 
upon your heart, and declare, as befive 
God, whether or iwt this be the fact. 
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that you arc not so destitute of the re* 
quiaite qualifications, as you are indi£- 
ferent to the subject of religion, and 
far from being anxious to make your 
children acquainted with it;-<-that, if 
you get them fed, clothed, and educated 
according to their station in life, all it 
done which you think essential to theur 
welfare. 

& Again, you may perhaps excuse 
yourselTea by alleging that it would 
^▼e you too much trouble, and would 
occupy more of your time aqd atten^ 

9 

tion than you can eauly spare.— I ac- 
knowledge that the task of giving your 
children religious instruction will, in all 
cases, require no small portion of your 
time, and that, in certain circumstan- 
ces, it will be aUended with coniuderr 
able difficulty. But if such apologici^ 
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pate, or at least to excuse yourseives w 
llie case alluded to. 

1. You may periiaps allege, that yoU 
are not qualified to give your children 
reli^ous instruction.— -This is a plea 
which strikes deeper than you may at 
first imagine. It suggests the following 
questions, which should go far into 
your hearts and consdences :-*Are you 
really destitute of religious knowledge? 
Can you not read the Scriptures ? And 
are you ignor^mt of the truths which 
they contain? Are you prepared to 
admit this, and are you living content* 
ed in the. midst of sj^ritual darkness, 
with the light of the gospel shining 
around you ? Have you taken, and are 
you taking, no pains to acquire the in- 
ionmttion which you have not, i^gd yet 
pught to have ? Are you satisfied that 



seoeLve at, cannot be disputed. And 
yoo have no title to grudge any incoBp 
Tduenoe, or toil, or saoifice, ytbich the 
fulfilment of tbis obligation may isequire 
cf you, :dU you think yourselves entitr 
led to grudge the exertions which are 
necessary to provide for their animal 
subsistence and worldly comfort, or till 
you ace prepared tp assert that the bo* 
dy is^more pn^ous than the soul, and 
time* more important than eternity. 

3. Another excuse is sometimes fur« 
nished, by under*rati]tig the importance 
and the efficacy of religioua knoi^Kedge. 
You may tell us, that it }$ yery possi- 
ble for yoj^r children to have this know* 
kdge, and yeit to act inconsistently with 
it in after life.— This, indeed, may hap- 
pen: and we must admit that, unfor* 
ttm«tely, it ^fj^n does happein. But 
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that respect; and is it your anxious 
wish and endeavour, by every means to 
supply the deficiency? Have you eii« 
deavoured to get your children taught 
the art of reading ? Having succeeded 
in thisi are you careful to make them 
read the Scriptures, the catechisms, and 
such other religious books as you ci^n 
procure for them, calculated to edify 
them ? And have you embraced the ad^ 
vantages afforded by Sunday schools^ 
and by other institutions of a similas 
description ? In short, have you ser' 
ously tried, have you persevered in tli 
attempt, have you done every thin 
that you could, to furnish their mine 
with Christian knowledge?— -Put th 
questions to yourselves ; lay your b 
upon your heart, and declare, as bel 
God^ whether or not this be the f 
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tlat while the religious knowledge which 
joii imput to your children is necessaiy 
Ibr their good conduct, and an excellent 
mmoB ibr insuring if^ yet though il 
should not be attended immediately with 
that hapf>y effect, thoc^ they should 
act unworthy o[ such aar advantage, and 
five as if they did not enjoy it ; though 
all this should happen, yet their ao- 
quiotance with the Gospel may, through 
divine grace, be afiterwards the instru* 
meat of thdr eooverfKHa, and render 
moie easy and more certain that return 
to Giody which a gross ignonmoe of hia 
will Mid character would have completa^ 
ly prevented. 

4» Another exeuse ibv B^^^keting to 
nstnMt chttdim ia^religioB, isthe aL» 
k^stkm that they are incajfiable of tin. 
dtfiMilk^ its tratbs,«*«This excuse ia 
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St the very laiBt as frivolous as those 
which we have already oonndered.-*- 
Children, I am fully persuaded, under* 
stand these things much more readily 
and much more perfiectly than we are 
generally aware of; and, at any rate, 
the very best way of improving thdr 
powera of comprehen«on is to furnish 
them with materials upon which these 
may be employed, and to afford them 
opportumties of reflection and inquiry* 
Besides, if, when you talk of children 
not bang able to understand^the trutha 
of Christianity, any thing more is im* 
plied than their not being able to see 
the meaning of these, so. as to have 
their afiections moved and thdr con« 
duct influenced, you target both the 
province and the readi d the human 
mind on this subject. It is not neces- 
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sary, and it i& not pos^ble thtti childreii 
should understand tkoreiighbf and tutfi. 
matefy the religious knowledge which 
yet it may be very expedient to- com- 
municate to them. Were they never 
to be informed of any thing in religion 
till they could be made to see its int^ 
mate nature and its perfect reasouaUe- 
ness, and all its connections, and bear* 
ings, and tendencies, they would never 
be informed of any thing in religion at 
•11; because you can no more give than 
they can receive, the explanation which 
in that case would be requisite* To 
what does your owb knowledge of re* 
ligion amount? You know that such 
and such things are revealed ; but you 
know them only as matters of bttt 
which you are bound to receive m the 
testimony of God, and which derive 
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their authority solely from this source. 
How they exist, and wty they exist, it 
is not given you to know. That does 
not seem essential to the purpose for 
which they are revealed : and it is be- 
yond the attainment of man in his pre- 
sent imperfect state. All that is requir* 
ed, in the first instance at least, is, 
that you impart to your children that 
which Scripture communicates to you*-* 
that you tell them what God has been 
pleased to reveal in his word— -that you 
store their memories with those inte- 
resting truths, and those holy precepts 
which are inculcated in the gospel, as of 
paramount importance and universai 
obligation^ 

Even taking your objeetioB in a more 
limited sense, still ii lias no force in it, 
unless the sole object' of giving your 
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children religious instrucUon were to 
make them profound and kained iheo- 
logian% to qualify them for instructing 
othors in ali the most difficult, and there^ 
fore least useful points of divinity, and 
for baffling, hy their ingenuity and 
acuteness and erudiuon, the liostile at- 
tempts of able and powerful adversa- 
ries. But you know well that this is 
■neither the sole, iior the chief, ncsr the 
first object of giving your children reli- 
gious instruction. The great end in 
view is to make them personally and in- 
di vidually good Christians, to fit them 
for being usefol to society, £at adorning 
the diurch of Christ upon earth, and 
for entering at last into heaven and 
•gkty. And surely for tins end, tlwhr 
minds, young and tender as tfaej are, 
nmsl^be oonflidered as quite competent 
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their authority solely from this source. 
How they exist, and why they exist, it 
is not given you to know. That does 
not seem essential to the purpose for 
which they are revealed : and it is be- 
ycmd the attainment of man in his pre« 
sent imperfect state. All that is requir- 
ed, in the first instance at least, is, 
that you impart to your children that 
which Scripture communicates to you<— 
that you tell them what Grod has been 
pleased to reveal in his word— that you 
store their memories with those inte- 
resting truths, and those holy precepts 
which are inculcated in the gospel, as of 
paramount importance and universai 
obligation. 

Even taking your objeetioB in a more 
limited sense, still ii has ttd force in it, 
unless the sole object' of giving your 






children religious instruction were to 
make them profound and kaimed theo- 
logians, to qualify them for- instructing 
others in all the most difficult, and there- 
fore least useful points of divinity, and 
for baffling, hy their ingenuity and 
acuteness and erudition, the hostile at- 
tempta of able and powerful adversa- 
ries. But you know well that this is 
■neither the sole, nor the chief, ncsr the 
first object of giving your childr^ reli- 
^ous instruction. The great end in 
view is to make them personally and in- 
dividually good Christians, to fit them 
for being useful to sodety, £at adorning 
the diurch of Christ upon earth, and 
for entering at last into heaven and 
•gkey. And surely fivUna end, tlwhr 
JDMids, young and tender aa they are, 
must be oonflidered as quitfe opntpetent 



\ 
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<to receive hj degrees, to oomprchend 
in « Buffieient measure, and to retain 
.distinctly, all that is neccessary for ac- 
.eompUshing it. What, for ^euimple, 
should hinder children from knowing 
4Uid believiiig that there is a £rod who 
made all things, and by whom all things 
are preserved and governed; that he is 
fpod and merciful io his creatures ; that 
Jie is holy to hate an, and just to pu- 
nish it ; that we have transgressed his 
Jaw, and deserve his .displeasure ; that 
lie has bad pity on us, and sent Jesus 
Christ to save us from punishment ; that 
in order to escape this punishment we 
must put our confidence in the merits of 
the Redeemer, and repent of all our 
sins I that we must walk in all the com. 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord i 
ihat (mod knojHTs ^our inmost thoughts 
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and moftt secret actions, and that for all 
these things he will bring us into judg- 
ment ; that there is a heaven where the 
righteoui shall enjoy everlasting happi- 
ness^ and a hell where the wicked shall 
be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion ? These, and nmilar truths, are suf- 
ficiently simple and interesting to go 
home to the understanding, and to 
make an impression on the memory of 
every one who is not compktely des- 
titute of mental capacity. And your 
children must be wonderfully deficient, 
or your power of communicating know- 
ledge extremely imperfect^ if, by care 
and perseverance, you cannot fix in their 
minds such an acquaintance with these 
and other declarations of Scripture, as 
may serve to make them pious and holy. 
- But indeed we need not indulge in 

3 
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(Conjecture or speculation on this point : 
we can appeal to fact. Numerous iti- 
atances have come within our obser- 
vation, of children well instructed ir 
things pertaimng to God and goodness ; 
and that the instances are iibt more nu- 
merous and more striking^ is owing, 
not to any impossibility, nor to any diC* 
iiculty in making the acquisition on 
their part, but to the neglect which they 
experience, and the injustice which they 
suifer, on the part of those under whose 
management they are naturally placed. 

And in pursuance of this appeal to 
fact, I may ask you, if you yourselves 
have felt any inconvenience, or any 
mischief to arise from being early in- 
structed in the truths of religion ? Can 
you say, from e^cperience, that it 
MTouId have Been far wiser to have al- 
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lowed you to grow up in total igQo- 
ranoe of what the Almighty has re- 
vealed in his word, or to have waited 
till your intellectual powers had acqul. 
red their fuU vigour ? Or, on the sup- 
position that you were actually ne» 
glected, whether by carelessness or de» 
sign, do you see any reason for conk 
gratulating yourselves pn that account, 
or for feeling gratitude to those who 
were so wise or so fortunate as to pre» 
vent you from beconjing aojuainted 
with Christianity? Your ai^wer to 
these questions, I am persuaded, must 
be in the negative. You may-have to 
regret, that more judgment and discre* 
tion were not employed in your reli* 
^ious education. You may have to re- 
g^pet, that a greater degree of attention 
was not bestowed upon you tb^ you 



actually zec^ved. You may, pertups, 
hive to regret, that you were totally 
neglected by those who should have 
«ai«d fbr you, and left to pck up for 
yourselves such scaaty gleanings at 
knowledge as you could acodentaliy 
obtain. But I am sure you hiTe no 
reason to nsgret, that amongst the fint 
ideas that were presented to your open, 
jog tDinds, were those of God and of a 
Saviour, of piety and of virtue. It is 
not posahle for you to regret, that your 
earliest years, instead of being spent ia 
idleness, or unprofitable study, or vain 
anuaement, were devoted to the aequi. 
sition of knowledge, the mest interesting 
and the most useful ; of knowledge which 
bas hitherto guided you in the path <ff 
duty^ wUch has Gomfnted you in many 
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a disconsolate hour, dnd which at once 
points out the waj to immortality, and 
teaches jou how to pursue it 

Whether then you have been neglect- 
ed in your ehildhdod, and have lament* 
ed the consequences of that neglect ; or 
whether you ha^e been carefully in- 
atmcted at that period^-and are satis* 
fied of the advantages- vssukiqg from 
eariy instruction; still let your espe- 
rienoe detemune you to << train up your 
cluldreB in the way in wbioh they should 
go,^ t>y imparting to them the blessings 
of religious knowledge. Do it betimes ; 
do it diligently; employ every roeana 
that may promise success; and perse- 
vere in the good work, tiU, under the 
blessing of God, they are made ^ wise 
unto sajvation.^ 
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tctually received. You may, perhaps, 
have to regret, that you were totally 
n^Iected by those who should have 
cared for you, and left to pick up for 
yourselves such scanty gleanings of 
knowledge as you could accidentally 
obtain. But I am sure you have do 
reason to regret, that amongst the first 
ideas that were presented to your open- 
ing minds, were those of God and of a 
Saviour, of piety and of virtue. It is 
not pos^ble for you to regret, that your 
earliest years, instead of being spent in 
idleness^ or unprofitable study, or vain 
amusement, were devoted to the aequL 
sition of knowledge, the most interesting 
and the most useful ; of knowledge which 
has hitherto guided you in the patb dF 
duty, which has comforted you in many 
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. kssnesB about the result, this sort of hftlF 
measure, this short-righted mode of pro* 
ceediog, that we find so many possiess* 
ing an accurate and extensive knowledge 
o£ religion, and yet maintaining such a 
conduct as we should expect to character* 
ise those only who have been bred in ig^ 
norance and error. 

But nothing can be more absurd than 
to act thus with respect to children $ 
thus merely to lay the foundation, with* 
4>ut giving any advice, or lending any 
assistance in erecting the superstrac* 
ture; thus to provide them with wea- 
pons, i^nd not to tell them the use fbr 
which these are given, or teach them 
how to wield them with safety and with 
advfltntage. Knowledge, indeed, is even 
in itself a good thing, as gratifying the 
curiosity of th^ human mind, and af- 
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fbrding subjects of agreeable or inte- 
resting oontemjdation. But it has no 
real value in the eye of a wise man, and 
still less in the eye of God, unless it be 
employed in answering the great' purpose 
for which it is placed within our reach : 
that is, unless it be employed to amelio- 
rate the heart, and to improve the cha- 
racter. << If ye know these things,'^ says 
Christ, ^ happy are ye if ye do them.^ 
If ye know these things, if ye have been 
made acquainted with the doctrines and 
precepts of the Grospel, it is so far well ; 
but your happness is promoted and se« 
cured by this acquisition, only if ye be- 
lieve the fine and obey the other ; only if 
it actually leads to the formation and 
maintenance of such a ehiuracter as God 
has prescribed in 1^ word. 
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y When thepefiire you have %Uxed the 
mindB of cbildreii with religious know- 
-ledger do mit^ knaghie that you have 
done enough to train them up in the 
right way, or that they are now quidi- 
fied for going into the world, and con- 
ducting themselves as they ought. No; 
from the very commencement of your 
labours, till the very last opportunity 
that you have of doing them good, you 
must keep it steadily in view, that the 
great point to be gained, is the forma- 
tion of such a temper and such a con- 
duct as the Gospel requires. Every les- 
son you impart to them must be accom- 
panied with an advice as to the moral 
influence which it should have on their 
behaviour ; and you should actually see 
that the lesson is improved, and the ad- 
vice complied with, as far as circum- 



ttances will permit ; that what you tell 
them has its ^oe effect in xegukting the 
dispositions of thar heart, and the tenor 
of their deportment; that in every ntua* 
tien, and under every variety of fortune, 
diey make religion their ruling princi- 
ple and sovereign guide, the perpetual 
oligect of their attention, and the chief 
bumess of their lives. 

Have you told them, for instance, 
that God is their constant witness, and 
that he will at length judge them? 
Endeavour then to make them carry a 
conviction of these trudis into their 
most secret retirements ; point out the 
connection between such a doctrine and 
purity of heart, as well as of outward 
conduct ; take advantage of their hopes 
aud fears, to allure and to alarm them 
iiitu a proper course of b«hdviour ; and 
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bring aU tbftir actions expUciUy to Iba 
•tandard of His will^ to whom they mutt 
give a. final and strict account 

Have you told them that God is 
good, and that all their comf(»rts and 
enjoyments flow from His bountiful 
hand? Tell them also of the ob& 
gations under which this lays them; 
make them express their thankful ac- 
knowledgments in appropriate langui^ ; 
and check them in every instance of in* 
gratitude to their heavenly Father, of 
which they may ofiier to be guilty. 

Have you told them that Christ came 
into the worlds and suffered and died for 
nnners? Shew them also^ how much 
they are bound to love and serve him 
for this act of condescension and mercy ; 
place before them the odious nature and 
iduuracter of tin, which made his humi- 
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Kation necessary ; and impress lipcrt their 
minds the necessity of hating with a per*- 

* 

feet hatred, and of abstaining with the 
greatest care, from that which brought 
him to the death of the cross. r ^r^ 

Have you told them, that faith in 
Christ and repentance towards God are 
necessary to salvation ? Let it be your 
endeavour, then, that they may believa 
and repent. Give them such views of 
their own weakness-and of the sufficiency 
of Christ, aa may constrain them to put 
their Vmst in his grace and power. Let 
them know how they are to exercise a 
true confidence in him ; and explain ta 
them the influence which a true confix, 
dence in his merits must maintain over 
every part of their conduct. Give them 
auch afibcting representations of sin, both 
with respect to its own nature and their 
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commisBion c£\tf9B may work in them a 
godly 8(Nrrow— as may lead them to en- 
tertain a fixed avernon to it, and dili- 
gently to avoid all its pollutions. And 
help them, by your frequent admoni- 
tions, and warnings, and reproofs, to be 
'< righteous before God, walking in all his 
commandments and ordinances, blame- 
less.'* 

Hare you told them that prayer is 
beeomiag and neosssary^that it is the 
appointed means of reoeifing spiritual 
blessings, and essential to a good life ? 
See then that they do pray; that they 
pray with frequency and with serious- 
ness ; that they pray for such things as 
they ought to ask ; that the language fif 
their devotion be appropriate, and the 
manner of it decent ; that they do not 

neglect it on any frivolous groiiad ; that 
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tliey persevere in it u an exerciK at 
once suitable to their dependent itate, 
and conducive to their best interest. 

Have you told them that God requires 
the »aictificatioD of the Sabbath ? Take 
care, then, that they do not profane that 
holy day, either by their language or by 
their conduct. Prescribe to them such 
tasks as correspond with Its nature and 
the derign of its institution. Put the 
Bible into th«t hands, and see that they 
peruse it Take them with you to the 
house of God, and see that they engage 
with reverence' and attention in the so- 
lemn service of the sanctuary ; and in 
your private and domestic intercourse, 
require from them an account of what 
they have heard ^d done, and lead them 
to the iinprovement of which it shoold ha 
productive. . 
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Have you told theiH, that they mutt 
give an account of their words as well as 
their actions ? Bring this prospect home 
to them, and insist upon their abstaining 
from impure and profane conversation, 
from false or malicious statements. Guard 
them against every approach to these 
abuses of speech. Teach them to set a 
perpetual watch over their lips, that even 
in word they offend not God, nor injure 
their brethren. 

Have you told them, that charity is 
the rqyal law of the gospel ? Be care- 
ful, then, that in their social conduct 
they do not break this law by any act 
of cruelty, or oppression, or severity, or 
revenge ; put it in their power to shew 
compassion, by giving alms to the poor 
or instruction to the ignorant ; see that 
they make a right use of what you hare 



mtnuted to that disposal ; that what 
they give, they gire not vith a grudge, 
but &eely — not with ostentation, but 
with modesty — ^oot from the eipectation 
of gratitude and applause, but from cor- 
dial sympathy and dimnterested love. 

In short, have you told them, that 
God has appointed a day ia which he. 
will judge the wofld in rigfateousness, 
and give to all according to thrir works? 
Teach them to realise this awful and 
aSecting prospect; remind them of it 
whenever it seems to be loui^ its influ. 
ence, or escaping their remembranee; 
make it bear not merely upon their ge- 
neral dep(»rtment, but upon every indi- 
vidual part of it ; and labour that all 
their thoughts, and words, and actions, 
may be thus subject to (he powers of. 
the wodd to come. 
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CoDducting the education of your 
children in this manner, you shall avoid 
the error— so absurd and so injurious, 
the expression of so much carelessness, 
and the source of so much evil— of those 
who think that they have done enough, 
when they have taught the young, to re-' 
peat their catechism and to tell what 
their Bible contains, though that attain- 
ment not being directed to practical pur*> 
poses, is little else than <^ sounding brass 
and a tinkling cymbal;"! and thus in* 
structing them not merely in what they 
are to believe, but how they are to act, 
and carefully, and aifectionately, and 
perseveringly guiding them into all hor 
liness, you ^9 train up your children in 
the way in which they should go,^ and 
may hope that when they << become old 
they will not depart from it^* 
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III. Set BtFORB YOUB CEILDMCV ▲ 
^lOUS AN]> HOLT EXAMPLE. 

• The influence of example is so wery 
obvious, so uniformly felt^ and so uni- 
versally acknowledged, that I need not 
dwell much upon it. You must all be 
aware, that children Are more apt to 
imitate what you do than to obey what 
you enjoin ; that the instnustions which 
you give carry with them a tenfold force 
when you demonstrate your sincerity by 
your practice ; and that the lessons of 
piety and virtue which they receive^ 
make very little, if any, impression, 
when these lessons are immediately coo- 
tradicted by acts of ungodliness-and vice. 
You must be aware that this fact holds, 
even among those who have arrived at 
maturity of age and understanding, «id 
are capable of judging for themselves of 
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what ii true or false^ of what is right or 
wrong; even ti^ feel the power of evil 
example frequently seducing them into 
emcNrs, both of opinion and €£ practice^ 
in sjHte of their better judgment How 
Biuch more will it hold in the case of 
diildren, who of necessity must, in a 
great measure, rec^ve the instructions 
that are communicated on the mere au- 
thority of those who ^ve them ; who 
h«ve « natural respect for their parents, 
their masters, and their teachers, which 
leads them to embrace implicitly what- 
ever seems to be the dedded opinion and 
real desire of such as stand in these re- 
lations to them ; and who have at the 
same time sense enough to oonuder the 
practice and conduct of life, as the surest 
test and evidence of what men believe to 
be true and right i If, then, you walk 
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before them in the paths of wickedness^ 
whatever good advice you may give 
them, whatever wholesome knowledge 
you may impart to them^ it will be of 
little ox no avaiL They may listen to 
the one, but they will not comply with 
it ; they may receive the other, but they 
will not act upon it : And why ? because 
these things not only want the recom- 
mendation of a corresponding practice 
to work upon their instinctive principles 
of imitation, and to lead them insensibly 
to such a course as you would wish them 
to follow ; but also and chiefly, because, 
. in consequence of this want, they appear 
to your children to be nothing else than 
mere form, which there can be no great 
harm in neglecting, or mere delusion, 
, which their pride impels them to resist. 
They cannot think you in earnest in 
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what you say«*witb whatever apparent 
eamestneBS you say it*— since you say 
and do not : and concluding, not witi»- 
out a very natural conviction of its jus- 
tices that your example should at least 
be as binding on them as your precepts, 
they follow your example, and give your 
precepts to the wind. 

Indeed, if you do not manifest the 
power of religion in your own conduct, 
—if you are sensible that your children 
are daily witnessing your transgressions 
of the divine law, you will probably fail 
in the mere act of giving them the in- 
struction that is necessary. You cannot 
do it with the fervour which is requisite 
to give it its proper effect. Yon cannot 
decently insist upon it as a thing of es- 
sential consequence. You cannot trace 
it as you ought to do, to all its practical 
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obligatioDS and consequences. ETerj 
sentence of this description and taideocj 
which you uttered, would be a sentence 
of condemnation against yourselvesi 
Your heart would smite you^ and your 
countenance would blush, under the con- 
victions of your gross inconsistency ; and 
to escape the painful self-reproach whidi 
you must thus experience^ and to prevent 
your children from charging you with 
the contradictory conduct of which you 
are guilty, you will be induced, if not to 
neglect their instruction altogether^ at 
least to ^ve it seldom, and to enforce it 
feebly ; you will be deterred from repro- 
ving their faults with freedom, and ex- 
horting them to the discharge of duty 
with confidence. I ask you, if you have 
not sometimes experienced this? if you 
have not sometimes faSed to speak with 
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•uAcient phhmesg aaad aeriotmaM to 
yoor children respecting religion, from a 
consdousness that they had it in their 
power to retcMt upon ym the rebukes 
which yoir might have administered to 
tiem^ and to say to you with perfect 
justice, Phyndan, heal thyself? And 
when you have made the attempt, have 
you not generally seen your admonitions 
iKghted and despised by them, because 
they were slighted and despised by your- 
selves? And, indeed, how can it be 
otherwise ? How can you say to them 
with propriety, and how can you say to 
litem with effect, «< Remember the Sab* 
bath day tokeep it hcdy,^ if they see you 
at the same time employing that day in 
the pursuit of worldly business, of fii. 
shionable pleasures, or of idle amuse- 
nentsP How can you, with any good 
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graoe, or with any iNx>8pect of successp 
forbid them to take the name of Grod in 
Tain, when they hear you swearing in 
your ordinary discourse, and indulging 
in oaths and imprecations on the mosl 
trifling occasions ? How can you exped 
to be heeded by thekn, when you exhort 
them to read their Bible, to pray tc 
God, and to attend his ordinances, il 
they know or observe that the Bible tc 
you is a sealed book, that devotion is a 
strange work, th^t you seldom or nevei 
eome up to the house of the Lord ? lo 
ail this there is such a shameful inconsis- 
tency, that you will either wholly refrain 
from communicating instruction, or, il 
you do communicate it^ no good effects 
can be reasoniJbly expected to result 
from it 
To train up your children, therefore, 
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in the way in which they should go, 
you must set before them a good and 
pious example. You must not merely 
abstain from those flagrant sins, or per- 
form those leading duties, which will be 
most apt to strike their attention. You 
must ^^ deny yourselves to all ungodH^ 
ness and worldly lusts, and adorn the 
doctrine of your Saviour in all things^ 
by a conversation in every respect be- 
coming the Grospel.^ You must walk 
tenderly and circumspectly before them. 
You must avoid, if possible, even the 
appearance of evil, that they may find 
no handle in your conduct to justify or 
to encourage any deviations from virtue 
in their own. Thus evincing your since* 
rity, and thus addressing yourselves to 
one of the most powerful instincts of 
thdr naturei your instructions will be 
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almost irresistible to their minds; the 
spirit which animates you, will be gra- 
dually and insensibly transfused into 
them; the graces which adorn your 
character will be copied into theirs; 
they will be encouraged to resist tempta- 
tion, and to hold fast their integrity ; 
and in this manner they will be trained 
up in the way in which they should go 
—even the way of God'*s command- 
ments — the way which leads to honour 
and glory, and immortality. 

IV. Keep your children as Mucn 

AS POSSIBLE FROM BAD COMPANV. 

I need not say much to convince you, 
that the character of your children will 
depend very much on that of the persons 
whose society they frequent. There is 
»ot a' proverb more universally received 
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or understood than this, ** Tell me what 
company you keep, and I will tell you 
what you are.** If you keep bad com- 
pany, this shews perhaps that you are 
already depraved, and you are only doing 
what is most agreeable to your taste. 
But though this depravity does not per- 
Tade your conduct and your feelings^ 
still, if you keep bad company, the effect 
will be gradually and certainly produced. 
Your natural propensity to imitation will 
lead you insendbly to conform to the 
evil practices which jrou habitually wit- 
ness ; and notwithstanding the aversion 
or even horror with which you may at 
first regard violations of purity and rec- 
titude, these emotions will soon give 
place to indifference, and indifference 
will be quickly succeeded by attachment 
and imitatioti. 
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^ Vkt 9it Jlrtt sight is of lo fnghtful mien. 
As to be dreaded, needs but to be seen ; 
But when we*ve grown fhmiliar widi her face» 
We first enduret then pity» then emhraee.' 



«» 



Now ail this is true, even with regard 
to those who are advanced in life, and 
whose moral habits are formed and set- 
tled. Even to them, bad company is a 
snare which sooner or later impairs th^ 
virtue, destroys their moral sensibihties, 
and brings them to ruin. How much 
more must it happen to such as are only 
in childhood and youth ! They are 
thoughtless, and do not reflect on their 
danger ; they are inexperienced, and are 
not sufficiently aware of it; they are 
weak and diffident, and have not resolu- 
tion enough to guard against it. Their 
disposition is soil, and they easily and 
unoonscioudy yield to every impresuoa 
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which 18 made upon it. And there it 
in them a natural corruption, vhich 
though it may be little observed, or seem 
cTen to lie dormant while they are kept 
at a distance from the pollutions and en« 
ticements of the world, yet no sooner 
does it feel the attraction of outward 
temptations, than it is roused into actt*. 
▼ity which will never after slumber for a 
moment, takes possession of every cor- 
ner of the heart, and through the evil 
habits which it fosters, acquires an ex- 
clusive and ruinous dominion over the 
whole conduct. 

If then you would train up your child- 
ren in the way in which they should gc^ 
take care that they atoid the danger to 
which bad company exposes them. Thb 
is a rock on which parents continually 
»plit> though it it clearly pointed out to 
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them, and though the ocean of life is 
covered with the melanchdy wrecks 
which it hat opcanoned. It is a pesti* 
fence which has impaired the spiritual 
constitution, and ruined the immortal 
souls of thousands and tens of thousands 
of the children of men : and yet how few 
are careful to preserve the young under 
their charge from its malignant and &• 
Cal infection ! How absurd, how incon* 
ttstent, how cruel, to give them good in* 
fitruction, and to set before them a good 
example, and yet to allow them to mingle 
daily and hourly with those by whose 
influence they will be effectually taught 
to dei^ise both the one and the other^ 
to sec at nought the authority of God, 
and to break his commandments without 
remorse ! Would you diink it enough 
to read them lectures upon healthy to 
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descant to them qa its valut and import* 
moetf and to make them aoqiuunted with 
the best mode of preserving it, and im- 
mediately after to permit tbem to rush 
headlong into a city where the plague 
lages with unsparing violence, and 
sweeps every thing before it ? Would 
you act in this manner, when their mere 
bodily health or their mere animal life is 
concerned? No; you would be most 
anxious, you would strain every nerve, 
you would employ every means, to keep 
them as far as possible from the destruc- 
live contagion. And should not you 
feel the same anxiety at least, should 
not you make the utmost exertions to 
save them from the evil that is in the 
wcndd, by which the health, the purity, 
the comfort, the happness of the'u: souls 
is in danger of being lost for ever? 
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them, and tbougli the ocean of life ia 
covered with the melanchdjr wrecks 
which it haa opcanoned. It is a pesti* 
fence which has Impaired the spiritual 
€onfttitution, and ruined the immortal 
souls of thousands and tens of thousands 
of the children of men : and yet how few 
are careful to preserve the young under 
their charge from its malignant and &• 
tal . infection ! How absurd, how incon* 
ttstent, how crud, to give them good in* 
fitruction^ and to set before them a good 
example, and yet to allow them to mingle 
daily and hourly with those by whose 
influence they will be effectually taught 
to demise both the one and the other^ 
to sec at nought the authority of Grod, 
and to break his commandments without 
remorse ! Would you think it enough 
to read them lectures upon healthy to 
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descant to them qa its valutand import* 
mDetf and to umke them aoquunted with 
the best mode of preserving it, and im- 
mediately after to permit them to rush 
headlong into a city where the plague 
lages with unsparing violence, and 
•weeps every thing before it ? Would 
you act in this manner, when their mere 
bodily health or their mere animal life is 
concerned? No; you would be most 
anxious, you would strain every nerve, 
you would employ every means, to keep 
them as far asposable from the destruc* 
live contagion. And should not you 
feel the same anxiety at least, should 
not you make the utmost exertions to 
save them from the evil that is in the 
wmrld, by which the health, the purity, 
the comfort, the happiness of their souls 
is in danger of being lost for ever? 
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Surely, it becomes you to give all dilk 
gence, tbat they be kept from the in^ 
fluenee of those evil communications by 
which the good principles that you have 
instilled into them, and the good nuuv* 
ners thitt you have taught them, may b^ 
impaired or corrupted } that they be not 
allowed to associate much with any in- 
dividual^ through whose language^ ^r 
through whose example, they may be 
in any measure seduced into that way 
which leadeth down to the chambers of 
destruction. 

Now, in executing this part of your 
duty to your children, you must not 
rest satisfied with mere general cau- 
tions; you must condescend to parti- 
culars, you must enter into details, you 
must point to individuals, that your 
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object may h€ more ixriainlj and fully 
accomplished. It often happens, that 
the most vicious, those from whom you 
have reason to dread most on your 
jchildren'^d aoccount, have some qualities 
to recommend them to the respect and 
esteem of thehr fellows. They are 
brave, perhaps, or they are elever, or 
they are generous. Now, remember, 
that these qualities, by which you your- 
selves- are apt U> be bhnded and mis^ 
led, serve to render tiieir vidous exam«- 
ple so much the more powerfiil; not 
only because the sentiments of your 
children towards them mVL make them 
more prone to imitate what is bad, but 
also, because these sentiments tirill lead 
them to choose diem as thm constant 
ecmftakm, and thus to be more fnh 
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^uently exposed to the influence of their 
example. 

In all such cases, scruple not to tell 
your children to avoid particularly die 
society oF such wicked and dangerous 
companions. And take care that your 
warning be obeyed. You may allege 
that you cannot be supposed to be ac- 
quunted with the precise characters of 
ail the children with whom yours may 
be led to associate. I do not suppose 
that your knowledge in this respect can 
be so extensive and minute as might 
be wished. But you may always have 
a great measure of such knowledge, if 
you take any pains to acquire it And 
it is only expected that you shall make 
use of such precautions as are fairly 
within your reach. Even when you 
dfal in general admonitions, you should 
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illustrate your admonitidiif by iustioiee* 
which have come within your own know- 
ledge, g£ bad company and bad ex« 
ample being the ruin of children ; and 
particularly by instances that are known 
to your children themselves, that are 
adapted to their circumstances, and oat- 
culated to ma!;e an affecting impres- 
«on on their minds. But let me presa 
it upon you, that it is not enough U> 
speak to your children about avoiding 
bad company. This, doubtless, is a 
lesson which you must repeat with fre- 
quency and with emphasis. But you 
must do more than speak. You must 
act You must see that what you say 
is attended ta If your advice is at 
first neglected, insist that it shall bo 
complied with. And if this be ineffec- 
tual, let the prudent exercise of disci^ 
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^uently exposed to the influence of their 
example. 

In all such cases, scruple not to tell 
your children to avoid particularly the 
society of such wicked and dangerous 
companions. And take care that your 
warning be obeyed. You may allege 
that you cannot be supposed to be ac- 
quunted with the precise characters of 
all the children with whom yours may 
be led to associate. I do not suppose 
that your knowledge in this respect can 
be so extensive and minute as might 
be wished. But you may always have 
B great measure of such knowledge, if 
you take any pains to acquire it And 
it is only expected that you shall make 
use of such precautions as are fairly 
within your reach. Even when you 
deal in general admonitions, you should 
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illustrate your admonitionf by instances 
which have come within your own know- 
ledge, of bad company and bad ex-^ 
ample being the ruin of children ; and 
particularly by instances that are known 
to your children themselves, that are 
adapted to their circumstances, and oat- 
culated to ma!:e an affecting impres* 
tton on their minds. But let me press 
it upon you, that it is not enough to 
tpeaJc to your children about avoiding 
bad company. This^ doubtless, is a 
lesson which you must repeat with fre- 
quency and with emphasis. But you 
must do more than speak. You must 
act You must see that what you say 
is attended ta If your advice is at 
first neglected^ insist that it shall be 
complied with. And if this be ineffec- 
tual, let the pnident exercise of difici<» 
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^ne be resorted to, and, in shcnrt, every 
proper means employed for attainiDg the 
ol:gect in view. 

Your children will generally cbpost 
the company of those who are at the 
same period of Hfe with themselyes. 
But they will often have occasion to go 
into the company of older persons, to 
listen to tlmr conversation, and to wit.* 
Bess their actions. And these, are not 
always guarded hefore children, either 
in what they say or doi It will be neu 
cessary, therefore, to keep your children 
from the contagion of their example* 
also ; and if you cannot always prevent 
them from being in such dangerous 
company, be careful to point out to 
them the existence of the evil in as 
strcmg terms as are consistent with truth 
and prudence, and afiectioiiately to warn 
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them against its influence. You bare 
a relation or acquaintance, for instance, 
who is addicted to swearing. It would 
not be proper, it is not requisite that 
you forbid him to enter your house ; 
nor can you pfeveut your children, per- 
haps, from occasionally visiting him in 
his own. In such a case, however, let 
the intercourse between him and them 
be as rare as circumstances will permit. 
Let it be, if poanble, only when you 
yourselves are present And frequent* 
ly take occasion to condemn the prao* 
tice of swearing, not merely in general^ 
but with a particular reference to the 
person who is addicted to it, and from 
whom the danger is ajqprehended. And 
60 with other vices in all similar circunw 
stances. 
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You may in ail this gtve offence, if 
you do 8O9 it will be owing either to im- 
prudence on your own part, which you 
may beware of, or to too great irritabi- 
lity on the part of others, which you 
cannot help. But remember, that if the 
thing cannot be done without giving of-* 
fence, still it ought to be done ; fcMr it is 
the spiritual, the everlasting welfare of 
your children which is at stake; and 
that is an object by far $00 interesting 
and important to be neglected for any 
reason that do^ not imply a breach of 
moral duty. 

Before concluding this particular^ 
there is one point of some consequence 
to which I request your attention for a 
moment. When I exhort you to cau- 
tion your children against keeping bad 
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company, and to prevent them fr«m as- 
aociating with wicked persons, do not 
suppose that I wish you to inculcate 
any thing like hatred or ill will against 
such persons. This you must careful- 
ly avoid. Speak of them with regret, 
rather than with anger. Shew by what 
you say, and by the manner of saying 
it, that it is their conduct which you 
condemn, and not their persons which 
you ^slike ; that you wish them to rcr 
form, to be virtuous, and happy ; and 
that it is only on account of their wick<* 
ed deeds, and the anxiety which you 
feel about the welfare of your child- 
ren, that you bold them out as persons 
whose company should and must b^ 
shunned. 
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V. Exercise a pbopeb kikd aud dk* 

GEKE OF DISCIPLIKE ON TOI7R CHILBRBV* 

This practice has been more or less 
adopted in every country, and in ev^ 
Bge. And the universality ci the prac- 
tice can only be owing to a strcmg sense 
of its imperious, indispenabte necessity. 
From certain theories, indeed, on the 
subject of education, it has been banish* 
ed as brutal, and degrading, «id mis- 
chievous : but to theories respeeting the 
management of human beings, which 
have been created in the regions of fan- 
cy, or put together in the retirements of 
philosophy, or prc^posed by those who 
think, on the one hand, that the heart is 
good by the inspiration of nattire, and^ 
on the other, have had no experience in 
the tuition of the young ; to theories pro- 
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«eedkig from siieh «ouroes^ and foanded 
oa such prindplesy and labouring under 
sticli disadvantages, we cannot safely 
pay any serious it^gard. They who re-' 
fleet for a moment on the thougbtlesfr* 
ness tiatural to children ; who believe in 
the original perversity and wayward- 
ness of the heart; who consider, that 
the feeling and the fear ci pain are ele- 
ments in our moral constitution, whidk 
the idlwise Creator evidently intended 
to serve useful purposes ; who attend to' 
the workings of their own minds, and' 
the events^ and history of real life ; they 
who attend to these things cannot en- 
tertain a doubt of the expedient oi 
discipline. And they who hi^ive had it 
as a part of their ordinary occupation 
to train up children— who have expe« 
rienced it in all its varieties, and felt 
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tilt difficulties with which it is atttnd- 
ed, will laugh to scorn that wUmng 
sensibility, that vain fanciful specula- 
tioDy which would explode the use of« 
disdpHne ; and th^ will acknowledge 
the practical ifHsdom of Solomon, who 
says on the subject,— -<^ FooUshne^s is 
bound up in the heart of a child ; but 
the rod of oorrection shall drive it from 

There may be children of such gen* 
tie dispositions, of such a reasooable 
turn c^ mindy or so much under the io* 
fluence of sanctifying grace, as not to 
stand in need of this coercive method. 
But such instances are extremely rare ^ 
and while there are some who will do 
nothing without it, and others who even 
set it at defiance, it is the general fact, 
that, in the great proportion of children, 
there is a strong tendency to go wrong, 
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«— A fooHshneis, m Solomon termc it, 
natural to them, which is perpotuaily 
leading them astray ; and -to prevent or 
to remedy the operation and effect of 
which, discipline, if not wholly sufficient 
by itself, is at least highly useful as an 
auxiliary. 

Those who argue against this mode 
seem always to forget, that one great ob« 
ject to be gained in the attention paid to 
children, b to prevent them from ae* 
quiring evil habits, and that «ay delay 
in the pursuit q£ this object, is fatal to 
its accomplishment You may reason 
with them on the impropriety of certain 
actions— you may employ the winning 
arts of persuasion,— you may remon« 
Btrate, and exhort, and intreat,— you 
may bribe, and you may promise, and 
you may soothe, and you may reprove. 
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•—but all the while that you are perse- 
vering in this humane and rational way^ 
as it b called, the vicious actions from 
which you were desirous to guard at to 
wean' your children are repeated; they 
grow into fixed and favourite habits,-- 
and then what becomes of your reason- 
ing, and your remonstrances, and your 
entreaties i And if you shall at length 
have recourse to that discipline with 
which you should have commenced, you 
may be mortified to find that it is too 
late ; that it has lost its power; that the 
evil is inveterate and incurable. Had 
you, in the first instance^ corrected your 
ctuldren for wantcm disobedience^ or for 
deliberate contumacy, or for premedi- 
tated vice, the feeling of pain and the 
fear of punishment being associated with 
such conduct, they would have been 
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dieoked and restrwied at the very out* 
set, and during the whole progreas of 
thmeareer< Thmr propensities migbl 
not have been subdued, but they would 
have been weakened from the want of 
indulgence ; or at least they would not 
have been allowed to gather strength by 
frequent gratification, lind to grow up 
into habits which you may never be able 
to eradicate. 

You talk of being rational. But 
surely if the end in view be one of in* 
finite moment^ that way, so long as you 
do not act immorally, is the most rational, 
by which the end is to be most certainly 
and most e£Fectually accomplished. It 
is the perversion of reason<^t is the 
height of folly, to aim at such refine^ 
ments in such a case, and that, too, in 
ofqpontioa to the warrant of sacred Scrip- 
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tare, and the lessons of universal ezperi* 
ence. You talk of beiug humane ; yes, 
by all means be humane, espedally to 
childien;— -the disdpline I would reoom* 
mend, as it does not reject the guidance 
of reason, so neither does it exclude the 
exercise of humanity. But call you that 
humanity, which, by saving them a little 
transient pain, consigns them to the do- 
minion of vice, and makes them the rie^ 
tims of deserved infimiy in this world, 
and of eternal woe in the next ? Call 
you that humanity, which shudders at tlid 
idea of administering some wholesome 
correction to their bodies, though it be 
for the welfare of their better part ; and 
which, by thus preventing them as it 
were from sowing in tears, prevoits them 
also from afterwards reiaping in joyP 
Call you that humanity^ which cannot 
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mdare to He ihem mWemg afew pangs 
at present for their ill. desert, but can 
deliberately asnst, by this misplaced and 
sbort-sighted tenderness^ to put themin- 
to the number of those who are at length 
to He down in everlasting burnings? 
Yes, it is humanity; but it is the huma- 
nity of those heathens of old, who offeiu 
ed their children to an idol, that was so 
formed as to grasp them in its hands^ 
and instantly let them fall hito a gulf 
of fire ; and who, considering it as a 
bad omen that the little victims should 
be offered weeping, soothed, and ca- 
ressed, and kissed the poor innocents, 
that they might go smiling into ruin. 
Acting in this manner, your tender mer* 
des are cruel ; your aversion to the use 
ofdisdpline, if it may not be resolved 
into a mere selfish regard to your own 
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fedings, is at least no more than a mor- 
bid sympathy with theirs— a spirit of ill* 
judged indulgence, for which your chil- 
dren themselves will never thank you^ 
when they come to feel its effects upon 
th^r conduct, and for which they may 
arraign you at the bar of God, as the 
cause of their eternal ruin. 

It is probably from a regard to all 
these considerations, that Solomon gives 
the following pointed and wholesome ad-« 
monitions. " Withhold not correction 
from a child ; for if thou beat him with 
the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt 
beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver 
-Us soul from hell. Correct thy son while 
there is hope, and let not thy soul spare 
for his crying. He that spareth the rod, 
hateth his son ; but he that loveth hiniA 
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cfaasteneth him betimes V And as an 
apt and affecting illustration of tHe sub- 
ject) we may refer to the conduct and 
the fate of Eli and his house. His chil- 
dren^ acted wickedly, and he contented 
himself with reproTiBg them^ which was 
of no avails instead of employing that se« 
Tere correction by which they miglit have 
been restrained. Hear the sentence which 
€k>d pronounced against him, and which 
be ako executed in afl awful manner :-— 
M. The Lord said unto Samuel, Behold^ 
I will do a thing in Israd, at which both 
tibe ears of every one that heareth it shall 
taigle. In. that day, I will perform a* 
gainst Eli all things which I have spo^ 
ken concerning his house : when I he^ 
ga^ I will also make an end. For I 
ha(fe told him, that I will judg» hit 
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house for ever, for the iniquity whidi he 
knoweth ; because hb sons made them- 
selves vile, and he restnuned them not 
And therefore I have sworn unto the 
house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli^a 
house shall not be purged with sacrifice 
nor oflSering for ever.^ 

But whilst it is your duty, in training 
up your children, to administer discijw 
line, the good e£Pects resulting firom this, 
will depend much on the way in which it 
is done. It may be done in such a way 
as, in a great degree, if not wholly, to 
defeat the object Avoid such errors ; 
and when you exercise discipline, do it 
with justice, do it with discrimination, 
do it with lenity, do it with temper. 

1. Correct mih Justice. See that the 
punishment be merited before it be in- 
flicted : and take care not only to be sa- 
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tiflfied of this yourselves, but also, if pos- 
sible, to convince those who suffer, that 
thej deserve to suffer. If they are not 
conscious of having committed any ofl 
fexuse ; if you shall rashly, or on mis* 
taken grounds, impute to them an ac- 
tion of which they have not been really 
guilty, the chastisement which you ffve 
is worse than useless. It will kindle in- 
dignation and resentment in their breasts. 
Instead of feeling genuine respect fat 
your authority, they will fear and hate 
you as tyrants : And if the injustice be 
often repeated, considering themselves as 
the victims, of oppression, they will be 
discouraged, and become regardless whe> 
ther they act right or wnmg, ^nce, in 
the mode of treatment, no uniform dis- 
tinction seems to be made between the 
two modes of conduct. 
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2. Oomct with diicriminaiion. Da 
not confound small offmcee with great^^ 
and annex the same punishlaent to bofttu 
This will introduce a very improper and' 
mischievous confusion into their ideas re> 
specting moral conduct ; and if they find 
that, in the exercise of that discipline to 
which they are subjected, all nns are ta 
be treated as of equal magnitude, they 
will soon make their practice correspond, 
not, however, by abstaining from all, 
but by indulging in the greatest with as 
little fear and remorse as in the least. 
Study, therefore, to proportion their 
punishment to their demerit. Inquffe 
into those circumstances by which their 
misconduct is aggravated on the one 
hand, or extenuated on the other. See 
whether it is the consequence of mere 
youthful indiscretion, or the result of de- 
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fiberate widLedness; whether they have 
gone into it willingly, or whether they 
have been drawn into it with difficulty 
and reluctance. And, as you will dis- 
cover a variety in their degrees of crimi<>i 
nality, let there be the same variety in 
their degrees of correction. 

3. Correct with lenity. Be sure to 
keep within, rather than to go beyond, 
the punishment which may be deemed 
strictly due. Let there be nothing'— 
^ther in itself, or in the mode of in* 
flicting it, that is harsh or wanton, or 
that can make them suppose that you 
take any pleasure in it. That would 
lead them to regard you with horror and 
detestation, and would ultimately teach 
jkhem to be crueland remorseless in their 
jre^oitments. But, by correcting with 
as much gentleness as is connstent with 
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the attainment of yoar object^ you thew 
them, that, in imitatioD of yoiir heaveal j 
Father, you do not afflict them willingly^ 
nor grieve them without a cause ; thait U 
10 with the utmost reluctance you hurl 
Iheir feelings, or give them pain ; tliaf 
nothing determines you to do this, but m 
sense of its paramount necessity, and a 
sincere regard for their welfare. When 
they see this they will not only learn to 
fear you, but their fear will be mingled 
with love ; and these two affections, thus 
blended and operating together, will 
have a powerful effect in preventing a 
repetiticm of the faults for which they 
sufler« ^ 

4. Correct with iemper. If you never 
correct but when you ore in a passion^ 
you will be extremely w^t to go to ex- 
cess; which is always attended witk 
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hiutfoi consequences. It also represents 
you in m weak and ridiculous light to 
your cbildren^ which must be injurious 
to the permanent and habitual influence 
of your authority. And appearing to 
Ihem, not a3 the wise and deliberate ex» 
^mse of discipline employed for their 
good, but as a mad ebullition enrage, to 
gratify your own resentment, it will lead 
them to the most disrespectful notions 
of your character, and defeat the very 
best purposes to be served by judicious 
correcticm. Correct them, therefore^ 
with such a complete possession of yoiuv 
self, as that you shall be under no temp- 
tation to needless severity, and as wiH 
shew them that you are acting with a 
settled conviction of its propriety, and a 
calm and a£Pectionate view to their best 
interests. 



VI. B% CA&BFUL TO ESGfJLATX *fiK 
AMUSSMEVTB OF TOITR CHILDBXirt 

Amusements are discouraged neither 
by the spirit nor by the precepts of reli- 
gion. The constitution of our nature 
seems to require them. And nothing 
but the most gloomy superstition can 
ever deny them to the young, when they 
serve either to promote the health of 
the body, or to give relaxation to the 
mind. 

But then, my friends, the amusements 
of your children should be placed under 
the controul of Christian principle. You 
must be quite aware, that unrestrained 
indulgence in them is attended with per- 
nicious consequences; that there is a 
tendency in those of early life to prefer 
them to every serious occupation ; that 
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young persons seldom reftect on theiY 
nature, except in so far as they may be 
more or less calculated to furnish enjoy* 
ment ; and that the habits of idleness, le^ 
vity, or vice,^ which they produce, too 
often aflfect the character and condition 
of mature age, to its very latest perioda 
If you look aroitnd you, many examples 
of this will occur to your view. And 
every one of these should be a warning 
against any degree of negligence or care- 
lessness in this branch of your parental 
duty. Indeed, I would press this part 
of the subject on your particular atten* • 
tion, both because it is of far greater inK 
portance than is commonly imagined^ 
and because many parents seem to imi^ 
gine, that the amusemaits c£ their child- 
ren are not a fit subject of religious cog- 
nisance. The following rules I would 
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recommend to your observance ; and, as 
the application of them must depend 
very much on your own judgment and 
discretion, I will mention them without 
any lengthened illustration. 

1. Take care that their amusements 
be innocent in th^ own nature.—!^ 
dther in whole or in part, they violate 
any of the divine commandments, you 
cannot surely hesitate to prohibit them. 
And therefore you cannot hesitate to 
prohibit such as expose any thing that is 
religious to ridicule— such as imply a 
profanation of the name of 6od-*Hnidi 
418 exhibit what is indecent and impure— 
or such as sport with the feelings and 
the welfare of others. It will not do to say 
that they are but partially contaminated 
with these evils, and that in this view 
they can do little harm. You must not 
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thus trifle with sin. It i3 £ur better that* 
your children should ibrego pleasure 
than contract guilt; and, even thou^ 
the consequences should not be exten* 
nvely or permanently mischievous, still 
it is wrong to allow them any indulgence 
that partakes of ungodliness or immoralK 
ty» It is what no genuine Christian can 
ever prevail upon himself to do ; and H 
ift what no enlightened and affectionate 
parent can ever reconcile to any just 
|HnndpIe^ or any humane feeling* 

8. Even when amusements are inno* 
cent, you must take care that they be not 
carried to excess.— Whenever they are 
carried to excess, they are no longer in* 
aooent ; and, in that case, must be for* 
bidden as strictly m H they were esseift* 
tially improper. They are carried ta 
excess, when they are allowed to con- 
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mime too much time— -when they pre- 
vent sufficient attention from being paid 
to what is truly important — ^when they 
endanger the health or dissipate the 
mind— when they produce habits of ir- 
regularity, by turning day\ into night 
«nd night into day — when they tse^ 
duce the heart from serious conffldera.- 
tion— -when they interfere with the du- 
ties of the Sabbath, or the ^erciscs of 
domestic piety. Whether it be from 
their own tendency, or from the dispoai. 
tion of your children, that they are lia« 
Ue to be thus abused, it is incumbent on 
you to have your eye upon them*— 4a 
watch them with peculiar jealousy— and 
to be ready to interpose your advice or 
your command whenever necessity re* 
quires. 
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Si Lastly^ it may be proper that you 
select and prescribe those amosementa 
that are at once innocent in themselves, 
and least liable to be indulged in too 
muchy or perverted to bad purposes.-^ 
For this end, keep in view the legiti- 
mate objects whidi they are intended 
to promote, and act under the impres* 
sion, that your first and most momen- 
toua concern is with the spiritual inte- 
lests of your children* Influenced bj 
these amnderations, you will neither 
thmk it below you to interfere in the 
direction of thdr amusements^ nor will 
you grudge the trouble that may be re^ 
quisite to give them all the advantage 
which these can bestow, and at the same 
time prevent all the injury to which they 
nnght otherwise lead. 
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VII. Be often engaged in peatse 

FOE YOUE CHILDEEN. 

If you do not pray for your children, 
it may be safely inferred that you do 
not pray at all ; because, in offering up 
petitions for others, you could not pos- 
sibly neglect those who are nearest to 
your heart. Now, it is important for 
you to consider, whether, on the suppo- 
sition of your habitually neglecting pray- 
er, you can, with any propriety, be de- 
nominated Christians. I do not hesitate 
to tell you» distinctly and unequivocally, 
that, on such a supposition, you have no 
good title to that appellation. You may 
call yourselves what you plea^, and you 
may stand as high as you wish in the 
opinion of the world ; but if there be 
any truth in the gospel, you can lay no 
claim to the Christian character. And 
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this charge may be established against 
you by arguments which you can neither 
repel nor misapprehend. 

If- there be one precept in Scripture 
more plain or emphatic than Another, it 
is that which enjoins you to pray to 
Giod. You are not umply commanded 
to jnray : you are required to be << in- 
stant in prayer ;^— to << pray without 
ceasing;^— and << in every thing, by 
prayer and supplication, to make your 
requests known unto Grod.^ And these 
injuncdons are recommended and en- 
forced by the example of Christ, and of 
his apostles, and of all those holy men 
whose conduct is held out in Scripture 
as worthy of our esteem and imitation. 
But if you are living in the deliberate 
and practical contempt of such sacred 
iiqunctions^ and su€h authoritative ex- 
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amples, with what decency, or with what 
truth, can you call yourselves discipleB 
of the Lord Jesus Christ ? or upon what 
grounds can you expect to enjoy the 
salvation which he has accomplished ? 

There is another consideration equal- 
ly deserving of your notice. You aise 
not only required to pray, but prayer 
is represented in Scripture as that, by 
the use of which, you are to obtain the 
blessings of the gospel Unless you ask 
these blessings in prayer, you cannot 
hope to receive them,— -you cannot hope 
for mercy to pardon your offences, or 
for grace to sanctify your souls^ or fiir 
any one of the benefits which result 
from Christ^s interposition. N^lecting 
the instituted mean, it is the height of 
foUy and presumption to thiok that you 
can obtain the promised end. It is a£- 
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fronting to the Almighty, to act on the 
supposition that the appcnntments which 
he has clearly revealed in his word can 
be disregarded with impunity. The 
habitual contempt of such appointments 
involves in it at once the grossest disre* 
pect for their Sovereign Author, and a 
willing renundation of all the gracious 
offers which he has made in the dispen* 
sation of the gospel. So that, in ne- 
glecting the duty of prayer, you wilful- 
ly sacrifiee your eternal interests, and 
are guilty of the double sin of violating 
a plain command, and despising a mer- 
ciful appointment. 

Be persuaded, then, to cultivate a 
spirit of prayer and supplication. Have 
frequent recourse to the throne of grace, 
to << ask of God, who giveth liberally 
to all nen, and upbnudetb not,"^ tho^ 
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spiritual benefits of which you stand in 
need. And let this be your encourage* 
ment, that the Great Being to whom 
you address yourselves, has promised, 
for Christ'^s sake, to grant your requests 
in so far as they are consistent with your 
real happiness. <^ Draw nigh unto him, 
and he will draw nigh unto you." Pray 
to him with fervour, and humility, and 
faith, and perseverance, and he will, in 
due time, supply all your wants, and give 
you at last the salvation of your souls. 

But at present I exhort you to the 
performance of this duty, in reference 
to the improvement and welfare of your 
diildren. If you love them with Chris- 
tian affection, and feel anxious that they 
should prosper in religion, you unll not 
filil to remember them in your interces* 
nons with Grod. You will pray with 
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them in your families, and you will pray 
Jbr them in your retirements. And 
whether in social worship or in private 
devotion, you will have a constant view 
to their ^iritual welfare. 

This pious conduct on your part, will 
operate for the advantage of your child* 
ren in several ways. In the^r^^ place, 
when they observe that you *« walk with 
God'* in the exercise of prayer, they will 
draw concluraons favourable to your sin- 
cerity in every other respect. This will 
naturally inspire them with additional 
love to your person, and reverence for 
your character. The instructions which 
you communicate will of course be heard 
and obeyed by them with a more willing 
flubmi^on. Your moral example, sanc- 
tified by^the spirit of devotion, will have 
a more endearing and powerful influ- 
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ence over their deportment. And thus, 
while you, in a particular manner, re-, 
commend to their attention, and incul- 
cate on their practice, the important 
duty of prayer, you succeed by the 
same means in leading them to a cheer- 
ful and conscientious discharge of all the 

other duties which they are required to 
perform. 

Secondly, Fraying for your children 
will increase your affection for them, 
and in that way render you more zeal-r 
ous in promoting their religious and 
moral improvement. Supplications in 
their behalf, indeed, must arise from a 
sincere attachment to them ; but the ex- 
ercise which It receives from these sup. 
plications, tends to confirm and strength-^ 
«n it. Devotion ^ves to it a proper 
character and a peculiar energy. Ac^ 
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cnistomed to remember your children be^ 
fore God, you are led to think chiefly 
of their immortal souls and their eternal 
interests ; and habitually associating the 
idea of them with that of their heavenly 
Father, making mention before him of 
their wants, their dangers, their distress- 
es, and their sins, and earnestly entreat-^ 
ing from him, on their account, the 
bounties of his providence, and the gifts 
of his mercy, they gain insensibly a 
higher place in your affection, and the 
tie which links them to your heart be«- 
comes more tender and more refined, 
more rational and more permanent.-^ 
Thus prayer having the effect of mak- 
uig you love your children with greater 
ardour, will necessarily constrain you to 
. do more for their benefit than you would 
otherwise have done. Under the influ- 
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ence of tbb increased affection, you will 
grudge BO labour, and withhold no sa- 
crifice of personal ease, which may be 
necessary to make them wiser and bet- 
ter, as the children of God. Nay, fipom 
the execution of this task, which is al- 
ways irksome when performed frcmi a 
dry sense of duty, you will derive the 
most exquisite satisfaction, and will ac- 
count yourselves equally honoured and 
happy, that you can be instrumental in 
rearing your children for the service ci 
God, and the glories of immortality. 

I have to add, in the third place, that 
prayer to God is requisite for giving 
effect to all the care which you bestow 
on the religious education of your chil- 
dren. It holds in this, as in every other 
case, that though << Paul may plant, 
and Apollos may water, it is Grod alone 
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^o'^iapiveth the^ increase.** Unlera his 
blesang accompany your exertions, these 
exertions will terminate in vanity. Un- 
less his holy Spirit give direction and 
raergy to the means which you employ^ 
the end at which you aim can never be 
accomplished. You may say to your 
children, and do for them, all that it is 
possible for you to say and do, but if 
the divine influences do not go along 
with your instructions and your labours^ 
these will prove fruitless and unavailing* 
Now, the blessing of Grod is to be ob- 
tained by << asking it in prayer believ- 
ing,** by applying for it earnestly at a 
throne of grace, in a dependence upon 
the merits of Jesus Christ, your advo- 
cate and intercessor widi the Father*. 
This is the way pointed out in the wofd 
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of Grod, and therefore it is the way which 
you must adopt* 

Let your petitions then ascend to 
heaven, with frequency and with fer« 
your, for the blessing of the Most High, 
to give effect to every effort which you 
make for the religious education of ^our 
children. Fray that he would direct 
and assist you, in a work so important 
both to you and to them. Fray that 
the understandings of your children 
may be savingly enlightened, that their 
hearts may be renewed and sanctified; 
that they may be enabled to remember 
their Creator and Redeemer in the days 
of their youth. Fray that they may be 
kept from the power of those peculiar 
temptations to which they are exposed ; 
that they may be made obedient to their 
parents and teachers ; that as they ad« 







^W W S0 



101 

vance in years, 4hey thay also grow in 
the habits of piety and virtue ; that the 
lessons which you gire them, the exam* 
pie you set before them, the discipline 
you inflict upon them, and all the pains 
you take with them to promote their 
edification, may be rendered efficacious 
for answering the grefat end which yon 
ought to have in view, that of making 
them faithful servants of God upon 
earth, and preparing them for the hap- 
piness of heaven. Asking these things 
in prayer, you have every reason to ex- 
pect them ; because you ask them from 
him who is the fountain of all good, and 
who has given you both commandment 
and encouragement to pray for what is 
needful, equally for yourselves and for 
your o£Pspring. 
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My Christian FsiE>f ds, I have thus 
exhorted you to the discharge of a imost 
interesting and most important duty-— 
the duty of bringing up your children 
in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord — a duty which you owe not only 
to them, but also to yourselves, td^ so- 
ciety, to Christianity, and to Grod. To 
stimulate you to the immediate, and dili- 
gent, and unwearied performance of it, I 
might urge many powerful considera- 
tions. I might appeal to your sense 
of moral obligation; to your feelings 
of humanity and parental affection ; to 
your patriotic sentiments ; to your ho- 
nour and your interest ; to your hopes 
and to your fears of an eternal world. 
But the length to which this Address 
has already extended, forbids me to en- 
large on them. Permit me only to say 
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a few words to^iUGh joA^ou as are eon- 
scioua^f paying no attention to the re- 
ligion^ education of your children, of 
allowing them to grow up in ignorance 
and vice, and perhaps even encoura^g 
theik in sin by your conversation and 
you4 conduct. There may be more of 
iftfb who fall under this description, 
than you are apt to imagine or willing 
to admit. For there is a culpable 
thoughtlessness, which may eventually 
do as much mischief in this case as di- 
rect criminal intention. Indeed, a con- 
scious and systematic design of ruining 
the souls of your children, is a species 
of barbarity which I would not impute 
to any of you. But since carelessness 
is frequently productive of the same e& 
fects, those parents who are chargeable 
with it, should be warned of their guilt 
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and their danger Aiid,io such of you 
I address these concluding remai^ 

Remember, that your connect!^ with 
your children is uncertain; thatt you 
may soon be snatched from them, and 
laid in the silent grave. Remen^ier, 
that the time is coming, when they (nay 
be thrown loose on the world, to ptinb 
sue, with more fatal industry than you 
are aware of, the path into which you 
have initiated them ; to reduce to prac- 
tice ail the evil lessons which you have 
given them; and to shew, by their 
wickedness and their ruin, what a mon- 
strous sin it is in parents to neglect the 
religious education of their children. 
And remember, that this may happen 
when, having mingled with the dast, 
you cannot, by any effort or diligence, 
correct the errors which you have com- 
nutted, or mitigate the calamities which 
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you halve occa4sMd.j>Jt has sometimes 
happeijkd, that the recollection of a pa« 
rent'*s Brtues, and a parentis love, has 
recall^ to the ways of reli^on the un- 
dutiful child, who had even brought his 
i'athl|r^8 grey hairs with sorrow to the 
grav|. But, in your case, having ne- 
flpAed and undone your children, they 
will have the recollection of no virtues, 
and of no love, to check them in their 
wild career. It may even be dreaded, 
—-and, O, what anguish will your de- 
parted spirits feel if they be permitted to 
see it!— that they will come to your 
grave, not to lament the loss which they 
have sustained by your departure, — not 
to reflect, with melancholy pleasure, on 
all the kindness which you shewed them, 
—not to warm their own piety, and 
strengthen their own virtue, by the re* 
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membrance of ]|;ur8|— Qot to vow, over 
your hallowed dust, to persever^djo that 
path which you had pointed out m them 
as the path to heaven ;-— but, to t^Jlce all 
their corrupt principles and viciou|| ha- 
bits to your criminal and cruel in^^ffisr- 
ence to their spiritual interests,— to call 
heaven and earth to witness, that flm^^ 
have been misled by those who should 
have been the faithful guides of their 
childhood and their youth,-*to bewail 
the day on which they were born, and to 
curse the memory of those who gave 
them birth. If you have a spark of 
feeling in your breast, such a prospect is 
sufficient to awaken you to instant and 
active exercise. 

But a more awful and alarming pros- 
spect than this lies before you. Whe- 
ther your childr^ shall ever be made 
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sensible cff the l|)ii8tiQ|^hich you have 
done diem, or whether they shall live* 
and dm in the same disregard of the 
gospqinmd of godliness in which they 
havi^ grown up under your inspection, 
theri^is a period coming, and it cannot 
be fi distant, when both they and you 
jBfiMlBt give an account to God, and be 
judged according to your works. If, 
through your wicked instrumentality, 
. —through your indolence, or counsel, 
or example, they have acted so as to be 
placed on the le/i hand of the throne of 
judgment, and receive a sentence of con- 
demnation, on what ground can you pos- 
sibly expect to be placed on the right 
hand, and to receive a sentence of ac« 
quittal ? How can you hope^to go away 
into life eternal, when they are, by your 
means y sent into everlasting punishment? 
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This view of tb^subjed: may never be- 
fore have occurred to your mind4 But 
it deserves your most serious a^ndera^ 
tion. It is countenanced by w^^ our 
Saviour says of the faie of those ||irho 
cause others to stumble and fall. J^nd 
it is well calculated to awaken al] the 
sensibilities, and to rouse -all the 
gics of your souls. May God send these 
considerations far into your consciences, 
and determine you to train up your 
children in the way in which they should 
go, that they may be your comfort in 
time, and your crown of joy in eternity! 
Amen. 



•THE END. 



Printed by Balfour and Clarke, 
Edinburgh, 1821. 



L 



1 



